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New Teaching Staff Joining Kirkwood 

Hello! My name is 

William Tornberg, 

and I am the new 
Second Grade 

Teacher at Kirk-

wood Elementary. 

I attended the 

University of Io-

wa’s College of 

Education where I received my bach-

elor’s degree for Elementary Educa-

tion as well as endorsements in read-

ing and language arts. I am from 

Waukee, Iowa, where I graduated 

high school, but have been living in 

the Iowa City area for the past 5 

years. In that time I have had a wide 

variety of teaching experiences at dif-

ferent schools throughout the ICCSD. If 

you have any questions or concerns, 

please feel free to contact me via 

email: 

Tornberg.William@iowacityschools.org 

Hello! My name is Anna

-Marie Wheeler. I am a 

new Special Education 

Teacher to Kirkwood El-

ementary. I was born 

and raised in Washing-

ton, Iowa. I left there to 

go to college at the 

University of Northern 

Iowa in Cedar Falls where I obtained my 

degree in Elementary Education and 

Special Education. I look forward to 

working with everyone in this building, 

especially the students. I would love to 

get to know parents as well as my stu-

dents. Please reach out to me if you 

have questions or concerns that might 

come up throughout the second half of 

this school year. I am wanting to partner 

with you in order to be the best support I 

can be for your child in their academic 

success. My email is: 

wheeler.annamarie@iowacityschools.org  

A reminder that when       

temperatures go below 0, 

Safety Patrol will not be at 

their posts, which is for their 

safety! 
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Nature Club News 

All seems quiet in the garden now, but the perennial plants are aware the days are length-

ening since Winter Solstice [21 December].  When we see the shoots of garlic, we planted 

last October, breaking through the soil we know sunlight and temperature of early Spring 

are at work.   

The garden may be sleeping, but excitement is building in Mx Kiche and Mr. Bradley’s 6th 

grade classes, as they prepare for their Legacy Woodland Restoration project, upcoming in 

mid April, just before Earth Day.   This is the third year of our service project, dedicated to 

removing invasive honeysuckle and garlic mustard; planting an understory of ephemeral 

woodland plants; and creating a natural habitat for outdoor study.  I’ll make short class visits 

for brainstorming…. What does being a Tree mean? – Why are some plants native and oth-

ers invasive? – How does exploring outside differ from learning indoors? – Do you see your-

self as belonging to the community of all creatures? 

We did ‘tree rescue’ this Fall as building renovations got into full swing.   The Kindergarten Tree planted Fall 

2018 was scheduled for removal.  A call to I.C. Landscaping, who assist in the district wide planting of Kinder-

garten Trees, explaining the trees demise, agreed to dig and pot the tree until a new location could be deter-

mined!  Just before Thanksgiving, with the help of volunteer students from Kirkwood Community College, the 

resilient Tulip Tree was replanted between #3/#4 pick up numbers.  Be sure to give her a hug, and wish her 

well, as she settles into her new home. 

Discover something new that excites you this Winter!     There are lots of interesting hikes and activities listed in 

the Johnson County Conservation Newsletter  (Current: Winter 2019) Happy Winter!    -Joyce 

AIM Library Access Cards 
We hope you and your child are enjoying the new AIM 

(Access to Information and Materials) student card, which 

functions as a dual-purpose school ID and public library 

card for ICCSD students in grades K-12. Most students in 

grades K-8 received their cards prior to winter break. If 

your child has not yet received his/her card, it will arrive 

soon. High school students can use their current student ID 

or request a new AIM version of their card from the main office of their high school without 

charge.  

 

The most obvious benefit of the AIM card is that your child can check out three items at a 

time from each of the three libraries -- Iowa City, Coralville, and North Liberty -- without fines 

or fees. As you may or may not know, there are other features of the AIM card as well. Two 

online resources your child can access are OverDrive, a database which provides access 

to ebooks and audiobooks, and Kanopy, a database of videos. As in all cases when using 

the Internet, we encourage parents to be aware of and diligent in supervising what their 

children are accessing online. If at any time you have questions about the AIM card or its 

features, feel free to contact your child’s teacher librarian or one of the public libraries. 

 

Our public libraries have been thrilled with the increased visits to their buildings and usage 

of their collections in the first month of the program. The AIM card is a great way to pro-

mote and celebrate literacy in our community! 
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   Kirkwood Calendar of upcoming dates:  
Thurs. Jan 23rd—Mr. Bradley’s 6th grade class to Lantern Park 10AM 

Fri. Jan 24th—MLK Assembly 2:15 

Mon. Jan 27th—Girl Scout Lunches begin 

Thurs. Jan 30th—PBIS Assembly 9:45 

Fri. Feb 7th—College Future Friday 

Mon. Feb 17th—6th Grade to NCJH for Fine Arts Day 

Wed. Feb 19th—NCJH visits Kirkwood for 6th Grade registration 

Join our Career Cafés! 

This year, 5th and 6th grade stu-

dents will be invited to Career 

Café lunches to learn more 

about careers in our communi-

ty.  Through our AVID career 

focus, our older students will identify career 

areas that align with their skills and inter-

ests.  Twice a month, a member of our com-

munity will join students for lunch to help stu-

dents learn more about their careers.  Kirk-

wood is looking for volunteers like you to 

come talk to our students on Tuesdays.   

If you or someone you know is willing to help 

with this program, please complete this 

form: https://forms.gle/r9wdLUMpH74voJX79  

OR email Otting.Allison@iowacityschools.org 

A Note from the Nurse  

Winter is the season for snow, cold weather, and, unfortunately, influen-

za and other viruses in Iowa. In order to keep our students feeling well, 

we need your help to prevent the spread of these illnesses! Please 

keep your children home if they are not feeling well or have a fever 

(temperature over 100F or 38C), diarrhea, or vomiting. Keep them 

home for 24 hours after these symptoms have stopped without the use 

of medication. The most effective illness prevention is thorough and fre-

quent hand washing. Encourage “covering your cough” in your elbow, not your hand. It is 

important that your child is well rested and eating healthy foods to help their immune sys-

tem work properly.  

Please call the main office (319-688-1120) to report any absences. 

Net Generation: Free Tennis Lessons 

The Eastern Iowa Tennis Al-

liance is growing youth 

tennis by providing FREE 

tennis lessons! Through a 

variety of programs, 

teaching and learning 

tools, Net Generation is looking to cap-

ture the imaginations of kids of all back-

grounds and skill levels. This will be host-

ed at the North Dodge Athletic Club on 

the following dates: February 1, March 

14, April 18, and May 16.  

To RSVP or more information, contact 

Head Professional Shonne Webb-Bey at 

(319) 351-5683 

Or by email at : 

shonne&@ndacgym.com 


